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COURSE OUTLINE 

MT 504 Evangelism in the Local Church Outline 
This outline is taken from the MT 504 Evangelism in the Local Church syllabus 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Course Description: This course is a study of evangelism ministry with special attention paid to 
the context of a local church setting. Students will be encouraged to make 
specific applications of the lectures and assignments to the particular setting 
of their present or intended ministry (e.g., urban core, commuting suburban, 
rural, single professionals, ethnically diverse, and so forth). The course 
begins with a study of the biblical and theological foundations for 
evangelism. On this basis we will study methods of personal and group 
evangelism, how to equip laity to witness (and why most Christians don't 
respond to training seminars on evangelism), the use and development of 
church and para-church structures in evangelism (both on-going and 
special), the care of new converts and discipleship, and selected current 
issues in evangelism. Assignments focus on practical application of 
workable solutions for evangelism in the local church. Those in para-
church ministries will find much to relate to their particular and often 
unique needs.  

Course Overview 

Christ's final charge was the Great Commission: to make disciples of all nations. We 
fulfill that charge when we take the Gospel to the nations and to our own nation 
through our own local church. In this course, Dr. Green instructs us on how to do 
evangelism within a local church setting. Building on the biblical mandate for 
evangelism, he discusses personal and group methods for evangelism in a variety of 
settings, how to equip laity to witness, the use of apologetics, follow-up methods, 
and current issues in evangelism. Throughout the course, Dr. Green focuses on 
practical application and workable solutions for evangelism in local church and 
parachurch ministries.  

Course Objectives 

Given active participation, upon completion of this course the student should be able 
to: 
Cognitive Objectives:  

1. Understand the crucial need for evangelism as well as the Biblical moral 
mandate to "go and make disciples," and begin to function out of conviction 
and passion as they share their faith and lead others to do the same. 

2. Know the essential content of the Gospel message, at least one method for 
communicating this message, and criteria for evaluating presentations of the 
Gospel with respect to accuracy and effectiveness.  
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3. Explain the function of apologetics in evangelistic work. 
4. List important issues that contemporary apologetics can address, and know 

resources that can be used for this. 
5. Describe at least one way that an effective evangelistic program could be 

integrated into the total program of a local church structurally and 
systemically.  

6. Analyze a sermon or message to determine how to conclude it with an 
evangelistic appeal.  

7. List the essential content of a follow-up program and be familiar with at least 
two methods for communicating it.  

8. Define discipleship and describe resources and approaches available to the 
local church for discipling.  

9. Identify and discuss some of the current issues and heresies in evangelism 
such as eternal damnation (hell), lordship salvation, friendship or initiative 
methods, the use of figurative language in Gospel presentations, liberation 
theology, ministries to special groups, the role of social involvement and 
urban ministry in evangelism and witness ministry, and so forth.  

Performance Objectives:  

1. Practice in their personal life, the principles and best practices of effective 
evangelism. 

2. Formulate and employ a functioning apologetic for evangelism in their local 
context. 

3. Demonstrate an ability to share the Gospel in a number of different settings. 
4. Assess and compare the most appropriate forms of evangelism for a 

particular context. 
5. Design an evangelism program for the local congregation, develop a step-by-

step plan for such a program to be implemented, and assemble the needed 
people and resources to successfully operate such program. 

6. Evaluate the effectiveness of a particular evangelism program, and make 
necessary adjustments to improve its effectiveness. 

7. Demonstrate how to synthesize relevant Biblical and secular source material 
into an effective evangelistic sermon or message. 

Course Requirements 

All major papers (those worth more than ten points) must include a separate 
bibliography prepared in standard form. The bibliography should include all sources 
read or consulted in the preparation of the paper such as books, commentaries, 
periodical articles, and oral interviews.  

The following chart summarizes the assignments. Please note that there are several 
options for the Follow-Up and Witness assignments. The particular option that you 
will do is determined by criteria listed in the assignment. You are not free to choose 
any one of the options for these two assignments. The options are given so that all 
students will have an assignment aimed at their level of background and previous 
experience. Read the introduction to each option for these two assignments to 
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determine if you should do it or move to the next option.  

ASSIGNMENT OPTION(S) 

POINTS 

A. POST-CONVERSION FOLLOW-UP 1. Conversion follow-up materials   2. 
Current issue paper   3. Social ministry paper                                   25 Points 

B. WITNESS 1. Witness with words   2. Witness with walk   3. Witness to special 
religious groups   4. Evangelistic speaking                               25 Points 

C. EXAM                                                                                              10 Points 

D. EVANGELISTIC STRATEGY                                                       25 Points 

E. HANDOUTS                                                                                    10 Points 

F. INTERACTIVITY                                                                              5 Points 

  Important Note: The following is an abbreviated list of the requirements. For 
complete instructions on each assignment, go to Lesson 1 or to the appropriate page 
under "Assignments."  

I.  POST-CONVERSION FOLLOW-UP   Criteria: Students who have never 
discipled a believer in the basics of Christian living and doctrine should complete 
Option A:   Option A: Evaluation of post-conversion follow-up materials  

1. Obtain two widely available follow-up plans or books.   
2. Survey each follow-up plan or booklet, and in a separate paragraph for each 

lesson, summarize the content of that lesson. In addition to this summary of 
the content of each plan or booklet, compare and contrast the two follow-up 
strategies.   

3. Thoughtfully complete one of the two booklets, including appropriate 
memorization. On a separate sheet of paper, include a statement that the 
verses were memorized.    

4. When noted on the schedule, turn in the name of the author (if given), titles 
of the two plans or books, the summary sheet and comparison-contrast 
analysis of each, and the completed booklet. 

Criteria: Students who have been involved in follow-up before may do either of the 
following (B or C), to be turned in when the Follow-Up assignment is due:   Option 
B:  An 8-12 page typed paper on a current issue in evangelism - For example, 
lordship salvation, the reality of hell, Jesus as the only way to salvation, etc. Use at 
least one primary source – see the bibliography and the ATLA database in your 
library for some sources. Your opening paragraph should define the scope of your 
paper. Also include a separate bibliography, prepared in standard form. The 
bibliography should include all sources read or consulted in the preparation of the 
paper such as books, commentaries, theologies, periodical articles, and oral 
interviews. Whatever the scope of the paper, it is to be a critical review (not a 
summary) of the issues, authors, or interpretations defined in the opening 
paragraph.     Option C:  An 8-12 page typed paper on either or both of the 
following social ministry questions:  

1. Are ministries that seek to raise people's living standards or quality of life 
(such as relief and development work, medical ministries, educational 
ministries and so forth) a part of the Great Commission?    

2. Are actions that promote the image of God or encourage a witness to justice 
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(such as Operation Rescue, pro-life counseling centers, drug rehab units, 
some counseling ministries, and so forth) a part of the Great Commission?   

II. WITNESS (complete only one of the following four options)   Students who have 
not previously either read a book on personal evangelism or taken personal 
evangelism training (such as Evangelism Explosion, Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Campus Crusade, or a similar program) should complete Option A:   

Option A:  Witness with Words 

1. Read Tell It Often – Tell It Well by Mark McCloskey (Here's Life Publishers, 
1985), or How To Give Away Your Faith by Paul Little (Inter-Varsity Press, 
1988).  

2. On three different occasions, share the Gospel with at least three different 
people, using a transferable method that is theologically accurate and 
communicates clearly.  

3. In at least one of the sharing situations, share your evangelistic testimony 
(i.e., conversion).  

4. Distribute at least five pieces of evangelistic media (tract, article, book, tape, 
etc.) to someone you have talked with, work with, live near, etc. Later, 
attempt to talk with them about it.  

Option B:  Witness with Walk 

1. Read a friendship evangelism book and write a 2-4 page review describing its 
thesis, if you agree or not, and why or why not.  

2. Do three separate relation-building activities with non-Christian neighbors, 
co-workers, or friends (e.g., go to a ball game, have over for a meal, help 
with a project, etc.). Write a one page description of each activity undertaken.  

3. Share your personal evangelistic testimony (i.e., conversion) with at least one 
non-Christian, preferably one of those in #2 above. Write a 2-4 page 
evaluation of your effectiveness in building relationships with the individuals 
from both #2 and #3.  

4. Write a one page summary of your plans (and your spouse's, if married) for 
further witness to these people.  

5. Write a description of how your work for this assignment has affected your 
lifestyle.  

Option C:  Witness to Special Religious Groups 

1. Select a major cult or non-Christian religion (such as Mormonism, 
Buddhism, etc.) and study their theology, particularly in the area of 
soteriology, and summarize your findings in at least five pages.   

2. Arrange an interview with a member of that group who would be familiar 
with their theological beliefs to determine the accuracy of your understanding 
of the group's beliefs and to discuss the issues you raised in your paper.   

3. In a paper of whatever length is necessary, evaluate your research and the 
interview.    

Option D:  Evangelistic Speaking 

This assignment assumes skill in the art of speaking. Since these skills are not 
taught in this course, students who do not already possess them should not 
attempt this assignment.  

1. Write a word-for-word evangelistic sermon (textual or topical) or message.  
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2. On a separate sheet, briefly describe the intended audience (location, age, 
educational background, religious background, etc.). Based on this 
description, explain how the topic, the location, and the time of the meeting 
will appeal to the intended non-Christian audience.  

IV. EVANGELISTIC STRATEGY 

A. Complete the Evangelism Evaluation summary (downloadable file located 
under "Resources"). The data you collect should be very helpful in 
completing this assignment, as will the lectures.  

B. Think through the nature of the community where you minister (or expect to 
minister after graduation). Describe the community. Thoughtfully discuss 
any obstacles that a witness ministry has or may have in this community and 
how you might deal with them. There are several factors that will go into this 
part of the assignments (see "Assignments" or Lesson 1).  

C. Demographic studies have alerted us to the rising number of elderly. Yet the 
church has historically focused its ministries on youth and families. Describe 
(in a paragraph for each) ten practical ways retired members of this ministry 
could be involved in a witness ministry to peers, youth, and younger couples.  

D. One of the great problems of the church is the retention of its youth. Describe 
how you could seek to ensure that all children in the local church you attend 
will understand the Gospel and how you would seek to avoid "overkill" with 
this age group. Use the church in the community described above.  

E. List five service talks (non-expository topical messages) for a non-Christian 
audience that would be useful in the community you have chosen. Give a 
one-paragraph description of each talk.  

F. Listen to your pastor's sermon one Sunday and write one page on how you 
would have given an evangelistic thrust to the message in a 4-7 minute 
statement.  

G. If you do not anticipate a preaching ministry, you should listen to a sermon, 
message, lesson, or Bible study based on the context in which you expect to 
minister (explain this on a cover page) and 1) describe the audiance, 2) 
summarize the sermon/message/lesson/Bible study, and 3) write an 
evangelistic close.  

V. HANDOUTS (Supplementary Reading)  

All articles, notes, and handouts provided in the "Resources" section of the course 
are required reading. The percentage you read should be reported on the Reading 
Report form and turned in when noted on the schedule. 

VI. ONLINE INTERACTIVITY 

Participate with other students worldwide in an ongoing asynchronous threaded 
discussion of two major course topics hosted on the ITS Online Interactivity Forum.  

Important Note: The above is an abbreviated list of the requirements. For complete 
instructions on each assignment, go to Lesson 1 or to the appropriate page under 
"Assignments."  

 


