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COURSE OUTLINE 

CH 505 Survey of Church History Outline 

This outline is taken from the CE 505 Survey of Church History syllabus 

 

Course Description 

Church history is the heart of God and His story and His kingdom work on earth. 
This course explores the development of the Christian church from Pentecost to 
the present day.  It covers key people and events that God used throughout history 
to bolster His Church and also those negative influences that infected her. The 
goal of the course is to use lessons from church history to advance the kingdom of 
God in life and ministry. 

Course Objectives 

Given active participation, upon completion of this course the student should be 
able to: 

Cognitive Objectives: 

Understand significant Christian doctrines in church history and their relationship 
to contemporary cultural context.   Describe the social, cultural, intellectual, and 
religious environment in which Christianity arose and developed and the mutual 
influence of the church and world upon each other.  

Recognize church history as a discipline which uses methods of historical 
research, inquiry, and evaluation. 

Develop an appreciation for the importance of facts for the understanding, 
appreciation, and application of church history.   Think critically about historical, 
doctrinal, biblical, and practical aspects of the Christian faith, and their 
relationships to one another.  

Identify the major contribution that Augustine and the Reformers made to the 
church's theological understanding of salvation, redemption, and grace.  

Appreciate church history as a narrative of God's activity in the world, and His 
activity among His people, the Church. 

Performance Objectives:  

Evaluate historical source materials in terms of their content, context, and 
interest, as well as contemporary trends in church doctrine and practice in light of 
church history. 

Express clearly and coherently their knowledge and understanding of the history 
of the church, and identify significant points of church history and describe the 
impact of those events on the church today.  

Assess their own beliefs and practices in light of church history. 

Apply learnings to immediate cultural contexts and present-day situations.  

Demonstrate an ability to give thoughtful consideration to current and historical 
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issues in the light of church's Scripture and traditions. 

Analyze the salient elements of early Christian worship and make application of 
that understanding in current worship practices.  

Evaluate the implications of "martyr faith" for his/her own life and ministry. 

Course Texts and Supplemental Resources 

Required Textbooks: 

 Noll, Mark.  Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of 
Christianity. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1997.  

 Shelley, Bruce.  Church History in Plain Language, rev. ed. Dallas, TX: 
Word Books, 1995. 

NOTE: At the time of the Final Examination, you will be asked to indicate what 
percentage of the required textbooks you have read. 

Optional Textbook: 

 Dowley, Tim.  Introduction to the History of Christianity, rev. ed. 
Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1995. 

Course Requirements 

Course Lesson Plans:   In general, you are to follow the Course Lessons by 
listening to the lectures, doing the readings, and responding for your own use to 
the "Focus" questions and "Develop" exercises.    Each lesson is designed to 
begin (Ready) with an overview that will help you see what is ahead in the lesson 
and how this lesson fits with the other lessons. When you read the objectives 
(Aim) for each lesson, keep in mind that these are the points of reference around 
which you can organize the material in both the reading and the lectures. The 
objectives are what the lecturer thinks are important. You may find it helpful to 
write in your own additional objectives for each lesson. Now, (Focus) do the 
reading and listen to the lectures while focusing on the objectives. Questions are 
provided to help you do this. Keep in mind that the assigned readings are 
designed to insure that you read the entire text, so you will often be reading about 
more than just the subject of the lesson. This will help you put that subject in the 
correct historical context. Finally, (Develop) be sure you understand and can 
explain the concepts of the lesson by working through the exercise. The exams 
will be made up directly from these exercises and focus questions.    

Examinations: Two examinations will be given during the course that will 
require you to respond to several "Focus" and "Develop" questions (taken from 
the Course Lessons). For each exam, you will answer four out of six given 
"Focus" questions (short essay form) and two out of three given "Develop" 
exercises (long essay form). 

 Midterm: Covers the lectures and readings from Lesson 1 through Lesson 
12.  

 Final: Covers the lectures and readings from Lesson 13 through Lesson 
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24. 

Research Paper: You will select a topic in the field of Church History (from 
Pentecost to the present), research it thoroughly and write a paper on it. The 
papers should be typed and in correct form, footnoted where appropriate, and 
approximately 7-10 double-spaced pages in length. In no case should they 
exceed 12 pages. The paper will be due at the completion of the course. 

Overview of Course Lessons 

Lesson 1:       The Birth of the Church  
The culture, religion and politics of the city where the church was born. 

Lesson 2:       The Church in Jerusalem 
The coming of the Spirit gives energy and direction to the church. 

Lesson 3:       The Spreading Flame 
The church moves into the Gentile world. 

Lesson 4:       Early Christian Faith and Life 
The church organizes to spread the gospel and minister to people in the Roman 
Empire. 

Lesson 5:       The Young Church In Action 
What the early Christians expected of themselves and each other in the conduct of 
their lives in Christ. 

Lesson 6:       The Martyr Faith 
The Early Church's response to the hostility of the Jewish community and the 
Roman world. 

Lesson 7:       The Age of Constantine 
How Constantine helped to shape the Roman world and the church. 

Lesson 8:       St. Augustine of Hippo 
His spiritual pilgrimage, theological contributions and concern for ministry. 

Lesson 9:       The Iconoclastic Controversy 
The church struggles with the question of the appropriate use of images in 
worship. 

Lesson 10:    The Crusades 
The Medieval Church's relationship to the Medieval State and its use of force in 
the pursuit of evangelism. 

Lesson 11:    Mystics and Scholastics 
How does one best come to know God? Two distinct movements within the 
Medieval Church sought to provide an answer. 

Lesson 12:    Heretics and Inquisitors 
The individuals and groups that dissented from the Roman Church and the 
Roman Church's response to them. 

Lesson 13:    Reformation Patterns 
An examination of the historical and theological context for the study of the 
Reformation. 
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Lesson 14:    The Lutheran Tradition 
Martin Luther's life, teaching, and legacy of reform. 

Lesson 15:    The Reformed Tradition 
The lives and teachings of Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, and John Knox, and the 
spread of Reformed Presbyterian Christianity. 

Lesson 16:    The Anglican Tradition 
Reformation thought steadily influences the English church from the time of 
Henry VIII to the time of Charles II. 

Lesson 17:    Eighteenth Century Renewal Movements 
The renewal of Lutheranism in Pietism, Anglicanism in Methodism, and 
American Puritanism in Revivalism. 

Lesson 18:    The Missionary Explosion of the 19th Century 
The task of world evangelization sparks the rise of mission societies and the 
taking of the gospel to the world is established as a new priority and direction for 
the church. 

Lesson 19:    The Rise of Modern Pentecostalism 
The development of Pentecostalism from its roots in the Holiness movement to its 
eventual inclusion as a mainline Protestant denomination. 

Lesson 20:    The Rise of Fundamentalism 
Fundamentalism's basis in Dispensational theology and its growth through 
criticism and challenge. 

Lesson 21:    Fundamentalists and Modernists in a Time of Transition 
The polarization of Protestantism into Fundamentalist and Modernist camps. 

Lesson 22:    The Fundamentalist / Modernist Controversies of the 1920's 
The two groups struggle for control of education, denominations, and 
behavioural standards, resulting in spiritual collapse and disillusionment within 
the church. 

Lesson 23:    Modern Catholicism 
An overview of the councils which defined Catholic doctrine as it is today, and a 
look at the ongoing issues facing the Catholic church. 

Lesson 24:    The Future of Evangelicalism 
The struggles Evangelicalism has faced in the past, the characteristics of it today, 
and the tasks facing it in the future. 

 


